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 Stephen H. Webb 

 Professor of Religion and Philosophy  

 Wabash College 

 Webbs@wabash.edu 

 

[updated 5-01-09] 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
Wabash College Professor       5/02-present 

 

   Associate Professor      6/94-5/02 

   Assistant Professor         8/89-5/94    

   Instructor                  8/88-12/88 

                     Visiting Instructor         8/87-5/88 

University of       Research Asst. for          2/86-8/87 and 

Chicago                David Tracy              6/88-8/89            

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Ph.D awarded with distinction from the Divinity School, University of Chicago, June 1989 

 

Disciples Divinity House Scholar and E. S. Ames Scholar  

 

B.A. from Wabash College, Summa cum Laude, May 1983 

 

Elected Phi Beta Kappa in junior year, 1982 

 

 

BOOKS 

 

Jesus Christ, Eternal God: Heavenly Flesh and the Metaphysics of Matter (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2011). 

 

The Dome of Eden: A New Solution to the Problem of Creation and Evolution (Eugene, OR: 

Cascade Books, 2010). 

 

Dylan Redeemed: From Highway 61 to Saved (NY: Continuum, 2006). 

 

American Providence: A Nation with a Mission (NY: Continuum, 2004). 

 

mailto:Webbs@wabash.edu
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The Divine Voice: Christian Proclamation and the Theology of Sound (Grand Rapids: Brazos 

Press, 2004). [Named the Religious Communication Association’s Book of the Year for 2005] 

 

Good Eating: The Bible, Diet, and the Proper Love of Animals (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 

2001). 

Taking Religion to School: Christian Theology and Secular Education (Grand Rapids: Brazos 

Press, 2000). 

 

On God and Dogs: A Christian Theology of Compassion for Animals (NY: Oxford University 

Press, 1998). 

 

The Gifting God, A Trinitarian Ethics of Excess (NY: Oxford University Press, 1996). 

 

Blessed Excess, Religion and the Hyperbolic Imagination (Albany: SUNY Press, 1993). 

 

Re-Figuring Theology, The Rhetoric of Karl Barth (Albany: SUNY Press, 1991).  

 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 

 

“The Sound of One Voice Writing inside Your Head,” in Montague Street: The Art of Bob 

Dylan, ed. Nina Gross (Winter 2009): 18-23. 

  

“Last Respects (for William C. Placher),” in Conversations in Religion and Theology 7/1 (May 

2009): 123-126. 

 

“Willam C. Placher’s Non-Apologetic Theology,” in Conversations in Religion and Theology 

7/1 (May 2009): 1-4. 

 

“In Memoriam: In Praise of John Updike,” in Christianity and Literature 58/3 (Spring 2009): 

501-505. 

 

“What Teachers Love about Teaching,” in Christian Reflection 31 (The Center for Christian 

Ethics at Baylor University, 2009): 20-26. 

 

“What is the Midwest? Notes on a Geographical Identity,” in Reviews in Religion & Theology 

16/2 (March 2009): 169-172. 

 

“The Friend-Enemy Distinction,” Books & Culture (Jan./Feb. 2009): 29-30. 

 

“John Updike and the Waning of Mainline Protestantism,” in Christianity and Literature 57 

(Summer 2008): 583-593. 
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“Commentary: Providence and the President (or, The New Eusebius),” Reviews in Religion and 

Theology 15/4 (September 2008): 622-629. 

 

“Big Man on Campus,” review of Turner, Bill Bright and Campus Crusade for Christ, in Books 

& Culture (May June 2008): 28. 

 

“The Duke Disaster and the Crisis of Higher Education,” in Reviews in Religion and Theology 15 

(March 2008): 273-77. 

 

“Response to Laura Smit [review article of Divine Voice],” in Conversations in Religion and 

Theology 5/2 (November 2007): 220-225. 

 

“Three Musings on the Slow and Steady Descent of Darwinism,” in Reviews in Religion and 

Theology 14 (September 2007): 616-624. 

 

“Presentation of CCL Lifetime Achievement Award to John Updike,” in Christianity and 

Literature 56/3 (Spring 2007): 481-483. Updike’s response, pp. 484-485. 

 

“The Problem with Preexistence,” in Books & Culture (July/August 2007):  16-17. 

 

“The Secret to My Academic Success, or, How Conservativism Can Save Your Career,” in 

Reviews in Religion and Theology 14/2 (2007): 308-313. 

 

“New Theology, Old Economics,” in First Things (April 2007): 11-13. 

 

“Whittaker Chambers Looks at Islam,” in Reviews in Religion and Theology 13/4 (2006): 611-

618. 

 

“Response to William T. Cavanaugh.” In Cultural Encounters: A Journal for the Theology of 

Culture 2/2 (Summer 2006) 21-25. 

 

“In Whose Image?” in Books & Culture 12/4 (July/August 2006): 10-11. 

  

“On Mentors and the Making of a Useful Theology: A Retrospective on the Work of William C. 

Placher,” Reviews in Religion and Theology 13/2 (March 2006): 237-243. 

 

“Revenge of the Ebionites: What is the Meaning of Hebraic Purity Laws for Christians Today?” 

Books & Culture (Nov./Dec. 2005): 14-15. 

 

“The Path Less Beaten: Jack Kerouac’s On the Road,” Touchstone (October 2005): 14-16. 

 

“Scapegoating and the Crisis of Higher Education,” in Reviews in Religion and Theology 12/4 

(September 2005): 599-604. 
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“An American Carl Schmitt: Lee Harris on the Nature and Purpose of Enemies,” in Reviews in 

Religion and Theology 12/1 (Feb. 2005):128-33. 

 

"What Lenny Bruce Really Died For," in Reviews in Religion and Theology 11/1 (Feb. 

2004):117-121. 

 

"A Voice Cursing in the Wilderness," in Reviews in Religion and Theology 10/1 (Feb. 2003): 

80-85. 

 

"Christian Giving and the Trinity," in Quarterly Review 22/4 (Winter 2002): 333-346. 

 

"The Promise and Peril of Natural Law," in Reviews in Religion and Theology 9/4 (Sept. 2002): 

342-346. 

 

"The Very American Stanley Hauerwas," in First Things (June/July 2002): 14-17. 

 

"Food to Die For," in Christian Century (April 10-17, 2002): 35-37. 

 

"The Supreme Court and the Pedagogy of Religious Studies: Constitutional Parameters for the 

Teaching of Religion in Public Schools," in Journal of the American Academy of Religion 70/1 

(March 2002): 135-157. Response to Randall G. Styers: "Rejoinder: Lowering the Wall: Taking 

Sides in the Religion and Education Debate," 169-71. 

 

"Introducing Black Harry Hoosier: The History Behind Indiana's Namesake," in Indiana 

Magazine of History 98/1 (March 2002): 30-41. 

 

"Defending All-Male Education: A New Cultural Moment for a Renewed Debate," Fordham 

Urban Law Journal 29/2 (December 2001):601-610. 

 

"Response to L. Serene Jones, Hope Deferred," in Modern Theology 17/4 (October 2001): 509-

511. 

 

"A North American Perspective on Radical Orthodoxy," in Reviews in Religion and Theology 

8/3 (June 2001): 319-25. 

 

"Danger! Christian Ethics," in Books & Culture (September/October 2001): 21-22. 

 

"The Return of Religion to North American Public Education?" Review article of Roberts and 

Turner, The Sacred and Secular University, Hart, The University Gets Religion, and 

McCutcheon, Manufacturing Religion, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 8/1 (February 

2001): 6-9. 
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"Teaching Religion Religiously: A Dialogue," with William C. Placher, in Teaching Theology & 

Religion 3/2 (June 2000): 81-7. 

 

"Teaching as Confessing: Redeeming a Theological Trope for Pedagogy," in Teaching Theology 

and Religion 2/3 (October 1999): 143-53. An improved and revised version of this essay appears 

in the book ed. by David S. Cunningham, To Teach, To Desire, and To Move: Theological 

Education in a Post-Christian World (Cascade Books, 2004). 

 

"The Rhetoric of Ethics as Excess: A Christian Theological Response to Emmanuel Levinas," in 

Modern Theology 15/1 (January 1999): 1-16. 

 

Review Article: "Putting Animals on the Theological Agenda," Reviews in Religion and 

Theology 6/1 (February 1999): 5-10. Revision of this article appears in Satya (July 1999): 24-5. 

 

"Do All Good Dogs Go To Heaven?" Books & Culture (January/February 1999): 40-1. 

 

"Should We Love All of Nature? A Critique of Sallie McFague's Super Natural Christians." In 

Encounter 59 (Summer 1998): 409-19. 

 

Review Essay of Bill Readings, The University in Ruins, in Teaching Theology and Religion I/3 

(October 1998): 187-90. 

 

"Whatever Happened to the Sin of Gluttony? Or, Why Christians do not Serve Meat with the 

Eucharist." In Encounter 58/3 (Summer 1997): 243-50. 

 

"The Voice of Theology: Rethinking the Personal and the Objective in Christian Pedagogy," in 

Journal of the American Academy of Religion 65/4 (Fall 1997): 763-81. 

 

"Sons and Heirs of Salvation." In The Christian Century (April 17, 1996): 428-430. Given the top 

award in the category of "personal experience, first-person account" by the Associated Church 

Press. 

 

"Ecology vs. the Peaceable Kingdom: Toward a Better Theology of Nature." In Soundings 

(Spring/Summer 1996): 239-252. 

 

"The Rhetoric of and about Excess in William James' The Varieties of Religious Experience." In 

Religion and Literature 27 (Summer 1995): 27-45. 

 

"Theologizing the Postmodern Classroom." In Encounter 55 (Summer 1995): 229-239. 

 

"Pet Theories: A Theology for the Dogs." In Soundings 78 (Summer 1995): 213-237. (A portion 

of this essay is reprinted in Utne Reader [Jan.-Feb., 1996]: 61.) 
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"Rhetoric, Pedagogy and the Study of Religions." With Richard B. Miller and Laurie L. Patton. 

Journal of the American Academy of Religion 62 (Fall 1994): 819-850. 

 

"Nature's Spendthrift Economy: The Extravagance of God in Annie Dillard's Pilgrim at Tinker 

Creek." In Soundings 77 (Fall/Winter 1994): 429-451. 

 

"At the Crossroads of Christology" and "Response to Bruce Marshall." Toronto Journal of 

Theology 10 (1994): 19-27 and 17-18. 

 

"A Hyperbolic Imagination: Theology and the Rhetoric of Excess."  Theology Today 50 (April, 

1993): 56-67. 

 

 

CHAPTERS IN BOOKS 

 

“From Prudentius to President Bush: Providence, Empire and Paranoia,” in The Providence of 

God, ed. Francesca Aran Murphy and Philip G. Ziegler (New York: Continuum, 2009), Ch. 12 

(pp. 231-254). 

 

Entries on Karl Barth, pp. 22-31, George Lindbeck, pp. 152-156, and Richard John Neuhaus, pp. 

385-389, in The Blackwell Companion to the Theologians, vol. 2, ed. Ian S. Markham (Malden, 

MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009). 

 

“Theology from the Pet Side Up: A Theological Agenda for Not Changing the World,” in 

Remembering the Future: A Collection of Essays, Interviews, and Poetry at the Intersection of 

Theology and Culture, ed. Chris Keller and Andrew David (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock: 2009) 

 

“Eschatology and Providence,” in The Oxford Handbook of Eschatology, ed. Jerry L. Walls 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), pp. 500-517. 

 

“Building Communities One Gym at a Time: Communitarianism and the Decline of Small-Town 

Basketball,” in Basketball and Philosophy: Thinking Outside the Paint, ed. Jerry L. Walls and 

Gregory Bassham (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 2007), pp. 7-18. 

 

“Aslan’s Voice: C. S. Lewis and the Magic of Sound,” in Gregory Bassham and Jerry L. Walls, 

eds., The Chronicles of Narnia and Philosophy: The Lion, the Witch, and the Worldview 

(Chicago: Open Court, 2005), pp. 3-14. 

 

“On the True Globalism and the False, or Why Christians Should Not Worry So Much about 

American Imperialism,” in Anxious About Empire: Theological Essays on the New Global 

Realities, ed. Wes Avram (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2004), pp. 119-128. 

 

"Education, Overview." Entry in The Encyclopedia of Protestantism, vol. 2, D-K, ed. Hans J. 
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Hillerbrand (NY: Routledge, 2004): 646-50. 

 

"Reviving the Rhetorical Heritage of Protestant Theology," in A Companion to Rhetoric and 

Rhetorical Criticism, ed. Walter Jost and Wendy Olmsted (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2004): 

409-24. 

 

"Christian Theology," entry in Donald W. Musser and Joseph L. Price, New and Enlarged 

Handbook of Christian Theology (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2003): 86-92. 

 

"Theological Reflections on the Hyperbolic Imagination," in Rhetorical Invention and Religious 

Inquiry, ed. Walter Jost and Wendy Olmstead (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000). 

 

"Writing as a Reader of Karl Barth: What Kind of Religious Writer is John Updike Not?" in John 

Updike and Religion: The Sense of the Sacred and the Motions of Grace, ed. Jim Yerkes (Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999), pp. 145-161. 

 

"Recalling: A Theologian Remembers his Church," in Falling Toward Grace: Images of 

Religion and Culture from the Heartland. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998). 

 

Contributions to Jane McAvoy, ed., Table Talk, Resources for the Communion Meal (St. Louis: 

Chalice Press, 1993), 56-7 and 60-1. 

 

Bibliography of David Tracy, in Radical Pluralism and Truth: Studies in Honor of David Tracy, 

ed. J. Rike and W. Jeanrond (New York: Crossroads/Continuum, 1991). 

 

 

 

OTHER ARTICLES   

 

“Let Us Play.” In Indy Men’s Magazine (July 2006): 24-27. 

 

“The Peaceable Diet.” In National Catholic Reporter 42 (May 19, 2006): 15-16. 
 

“Sound of God and the Future of Public Speaking,” Wabash Magazine (Winter 2004): 

 

"The Girl Next Door," in Indianapolis Monthly (May 2001): 122-28. 

 

Interview of Steve Webb by Judith Reitman, "Do Dogs Go To Heaven?" DogFancy Magazine 

(September 1999): 28-9. (Picked up by several national newspapers) 

 

"The Surprising God: Dogs and People in a State of Grace." Jim Poyser interviews Steve Webb, 

in NUVO, August 20-27, 1998, p. 18. 
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"Why I Wrote On God and Dogs," in Satya V/2 (Summer 1998): 8. 

 

"Ecology vs. the Peaceable Kingdom: An Interview with Steve Webb" in Wabash Magazine 

(Summer 1997): 19-23. 

 

 

SELECTED WEB ARTICLES 

 

“The First American Everyman [Review of American Saint: Francis Asbury and the 

Methodists],” posted June 9, 2010 on First Things On the Square 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/2010/06/the-first-american-everyman 

 

“Surprise.” Review of Genevieve Lloyd, Providence Lost, Books & Culture web edition, posted 

March 2009 

http://www.booksandculture.com/search/results.html?query=Stephen+H.+Webb 

 

“David Tracy, Our Erasmus,” posted April 21, 2009 on First Things On the Square 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1366 

 

“Surprise: Freedom, Necessity, and God,” review of Providence Lost, posted March 30, 2009, on 

Christianitytoday.com 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/bc/columns/bookoftheweek/090330a.html 

 

“The Terrible, Traumatic, and Intolerable Name of Jesus Christ,” posted March 9, 2009 on First 

Things On the Square Blog 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1331 

 

“How Soccer is Ruining America: A Jeremiad,” Wall Street Journal Opinion Journal, posted 

March 12, 2009  

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123680101041299201.html 

 

“Listening to Harry Chapin’s Cat’s in the Cradle,” First Things, On the Square, Jan. 1, 2009 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1268 

 

“Remembering William Placher, 1948-2008,” First Things, On the Square, posted Dec. 9, 2008 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1243 

 

“Christ Against the Multiculturalists,” First Things, On the Square, May 6, 2008 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1062 

 

“Heroic Conservatism,” First Things, On the Square, Feb. 20, 2008 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=977 

 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/2010/06/the-first-american-everyman
http://www.booksandculture.com/search/results.html?query=Stephen+H.+Webb
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1366
http://www.christianitytoday.com/bc/columns/bookoftheweek/090330a.html
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1331
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123680101041299201.html
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1268
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1243
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1062
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=977
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“Confessions Run Amok,” on Christianity Today Web site, posted 9-15-08 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/books/features/bookwk/080915b.html 

 

“Completing Adam’s Task,” on First Things, On the Square, posted 8-27-08 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1154 

 

“The Return of Wendell Willkie” on First Things, On the Square, posted Aug. 13, 2008 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1144 

 

“Theology from the Pet Side Up: A Christian Agenda for NOT Saving the World,” The Other 

Journal, issue # 8 http://www.theotherjournal.com/print.php?id=171 

 

“The Size of a College and the Sound of a Voice.” In LiberalArtsOnline, vol. 2, Number 11 

(December 2002). http://liberalarts.wabash.edu/cila/home.cfm?news_id=1449 

 

“Preaching and the Liberal Arts.” In LiberalArtsOnline vol. 2, number 9 (October 2002). 

http://liberalarts.wabash.edu/cila/home.cfm?news_id=1446 

 

“Remembering Marie: Speaking about Pets with Passion and Faith.” On the Humane Society of 

the United States web page:  (posted February 2008) 

http://www.hsus.org/religion/francis-files-stories/remembering_marie_speaking.html 

 

Review of Michael Behe, The Edge of Evolution: The Search for the Limits of Darwinism, on 

Christianity Today website, posted 3/27/2008. 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/marchweb-only/113-42.0.html 

 

Review of Michael Gerson, Heroic Conservatism, on First Things Web site, posted Feb. 20, 2008 

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=977 

 

 

 

 

REVIEWS 

 

Review of Laura Hobgood-Oster, The Friends We Keep, in First Things (January 2011), pp. 62-

62. 

 

“Recommended Reading.” Review of Russell D. Moore, Adopted for Life, in Books & Culture 

(March/April 2010), p. 38. 

 

Review of Marc Cortez, Embodied Souls, Ensouled Bodies: An Exercise in Christological 

Anthropology and its Significance for the Mind/Body Debate, in Reviews in Religion & Theology 

17/1 (2010): 82-84. 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/books/features/bookwk/080915b.html
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1154
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=1144
http://www.theotherjournal.com/print.php?id=171
http://liberalarts.wabash.edu/cila/home.cfm?news_id=1449
http://liberalarts.wabash.edu/cila/home.cfm?news_id=1446
http://www.hsus.org/religion/francis-files-stories/remembering_marie_speaking.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/marchweb-only/113-42.0.html
http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/?p=977
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Review of David N. Livingstone, Adam’s Ancestors: Race, Religion and the Politics of Human 

Origins, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 16/4 (Sept. 2009): 542-545. 

 

Review of Christopher Southgate, The Groaning of Creation: God, Evolution and the Problem of 

Evil, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 16/3 (July 2009): 470-473. 

 

Review of Charles M. Wood, The Question of Providence, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 

16/4 (Sept. 2009): 615-617. 

 

Review of Wayne Morris, Theology without Words: Theology in the Deaf Community, 16/3 

(June 2009): 387-389. 

 

Review of Rachel Muers and David Grumet, Eating and Believing: Interdisciplinary 

Perspectives on Vegetarianism and Theology, in Reviews in Religion & Theology 16/3 (June 

2009): 446-449. 

  

 

Review of Marc Mastrangelo, The Roman Self in Late Antiquity: Prudentius and the Poetics of 

the Soul, in Reviews in Religion & Theology 16/2 (March 2009): 268-271. 

 

Review of John Cobb, ed., Back to Darwin: A Richer Account of Evolution, in Reviews in 

Religion & Theology 16/2 (March 2009): 252-255. 

 

Review of David Bartholomew, God, Chance, and Purpose: Can God Have it Both Ways? In 

Reviews in Religion and Theology 16/1 (January 2009): 105-108. 

 

Review of Mary E. Hess and Stephen D. Brookfield, eds., Teaching Reflectively in Theological 

Contexts: Promises and Contradictions, in Journal of Education & Christian Belief 13/1 (Spring 

2009): 89-91. 

 

Review Article of Lewis Ayres, Nicaea and Its Legacy, in Conversations in Religion and 

Theology 6/2 (November 2008): 134-139; response by Ayres, 139-141. 

 

Review of Joerg Rieger, Christ and Empire: From Paul to Postcolonial Times, in Reviews in 

Religion and Theology 15/4 (September 2008): 576-579. 

  

Review of Robert L. Millet and Gerald R. McDermott, Claiming Christ: A Mormon-Evangelical 

Debated, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 15 (July 2008): 426-429. 

 

Review of Charles Matthewes, A Theology of Public Life, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 

15 (July 2008): 422-425. 
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Review of Mikeal Parson, Body and Character in Luke and Acts: The Subversion of 

Physiognomy in Early Christianity, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 15 (March 2008): 169-

70. 

 

Review of Sung Wook Chung, ed., Karl Barth and Evangelical Theology, in Reviews in Religion 

and Theology 15 (March 2008):  207-09. 

 

Review of Robert J. Karris, Eating Your Way Through Luke’s Gospel, in Reviews in Religion 

and Theology 15 (January 2008):  14-15. 

 

Review of Robert Barron, The Priority of Christ: Toward a Postliberal Catholicism, in Reviews 

in Religion and Theology 15 (January 2008): 87-89. 

 

Review of Neil B. MacDonald, Metaphysics and the God of Israel: Systematic Theology of the 

Old and New Testaments, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 15 (January 2008): 94-97. 

 

Review of Heinrich Meier, Leo Strauss and the Theologico-Political Problem, in Political 

Theology 8/4 (2007): 497-503. 

 

“Jerry Falwell was Right,” review of Steven J. Keillor, God’s Judgments, in Christianity Today 

(August 2007): 55-56. 

 

“The Dastardly Peril of Conservative Christianity.” Review article of Damon Linker, The 

Theocons: Secular America Under Siege, in Conversations in Religion & Theology 5/1 (May 

2007): 65-72.  Response by Linker, pp. 86-90. 

 

“Culture of Death.” Review of Philip Rieff, Sacred Order/Social Order, in First Things 166 

(October 2006): 41-43. 

 

Review article of James Morone, Hellfire Nation: The Politics of Sin in American History, in 

Conversations in Religion & Theology 4/2 (Nov. 2006): 166-173. Response by Morone, pp. 173-

183. 

 

“With Friends Like These.” Review of God, Truth, and Witness: Essays in Conversation with 

Stanley Hauerwas, in First Things 160 (February 2006): 35-38. 

 

“It Ain’t Me, Babe.” Review of Bob Dylan: The Essential Interviews, in First Things 165 

(August/September 2006): 49-54. 

 

“Unspoken Theology.” Review of Laurence Paul Hemming, Postmodernity’s Transcending: 

Devaluing God, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 13/3 (July 2006): 356-361. 

 

Review of Kevin J. Vanhoozer, The Drama of Doctrine: A Canonical Linguistic Approach to 
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Christian Theology, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 13/3 (July 2006): 432-434. 

 

Review of William G. Rusch, ed., Karl Barth, the Church, and the Churches, in Reviews in 

Religion and Theology 13/3 (July 2006): 379-382. 

 

Review of Norman Wirzba, The Paradise of God: Renewing Religion in an Ecological Age, in 

Pro Ecclesia 14/1 (Winter 2005): 115-116. 

 

Review of Michael Northcott, An Angel Directs the Storm: Apocalyptic Religion and American 

Empire, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 12/2 (April 2005): 270-72. 

 

Review of William A. Dyrness, Reformed Theology and Visual Culture: The Protestant 

Imagination from Calvin to Edwards, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 12/1 (Feb. 2005):48-

50.  

 

Review of Miroslav Volf and William Katerberg, eds., The Future of Hope: Christian Tradition 

Amid Modernity and Postmodernity, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 12/1 (Feb. 2005):69-

71. 

 

Review of Regina Schwartz, ed., Transcendence: Philosophy, Literature, an Theology Approach 

the Beyond, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 12/1 (Feb. 2005):71-74. 

 

Review of William T. Cavanaugh, ed., The Blackwell Companion to Political Theology, in 

Reviews in Religion and Theology 11/3 (June 2004):427-29. 

 

Review of Stanley Hauerwas and Frank Lentricchia, Dissent from the Homeland, in Reviews in 

Religion and Theology 11/2 (April 2004): 227-31. 

 

Review of Kevin Vanhoozer, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Postmodern Theology, in 

Reviews in Religion and Theology 11/2 (April 2004): 283-4. 

 

Review of John B. Thomson, The Ecclesiology of Stanley Hauerwas, in Reviews in Religion and 

Theology 11/2 (April 2004): 286-88. 

 

Review of Robert Miner, Truth in the Making, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 11/2 (April 

2004): 289-90. 

 

Review of Stanley Hauerwas, ed., Growing Old in Christ, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 

11/2 (April 2004): 296-98. 

 

Review of Graham Ward, True Religion, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 11/1 (Feb. 2004): 

71-73. 
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Review of W. G. Sebald, The Natural History of Destruction, in Christian Century (Nov. 1, 

2003): 38-41. 

 

Review of Theo Hobson, The Rhetorical Word: Protestant Theology and the Rhetoric of 

Authority, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 10/1 (Feb. 2003): 44-46. 

 

Review of William R. Baker, ed., Evangelicalism and the Stone-Campbell Movement, in 

Encounter 64/1 (Winter 2003): 106-108. 

 

 

Review of Jerry L. Walls, Heaven: The Logic of Eternal Joy, in Christian Century 119 (Dec. 4-

17, 2002):41-43. 

 

Review of Anthony L. Podberscek, et. al., Companion Animals and Us: Exploring the 

Relationship between People and Pets, in Ethics, Place, and Environment 5/3 (2002): 292-294. 

 

Review of Joe R. Jones, A Grammar of Christian Faith, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 9/5 

(Nov. 2002): 514-15. 

 

Review of Alice Sebold, The Lovely Bones, in Christian Century (Oct. 9-22):   . 

 

Review of Eric L. Santner, On the Psychotheology of Everyday Life: Reflections on Freud and 

Rosenzweig, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 9/2 (April 2002): 147-9. 

 

Review of Jacques Derrida, The Work of Mourning, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 9/2 

(April 2002): 159-60. 

 

Review of Isle Bulhof and Laurens ten Kate, eds., Flight of the Gods: Philosophical Perspectives 

on Negative Theology, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 9/1 (February 2002): 60-64. 

 

Review of Leo Lefebure, Revelation, the Religions, and Violence, in Anglican Theological 

Review 83/4 (2001): 884-6. 

 

Review of Timothy Gorringe, Karl Barth: Against Hegemony, in Anglican Theological Review 

83/4 (2001): 901-2. 

 

Review of Slavoj Zizek, The Fragile Absolute, in Christian Century (August 1-8, 2001): 31-2. 

 

Review of Donald Armstrong, ed., Who Do You Say That I Am? Christology and the Church, in 

Anglican Theological Review 83/2 (2001): 307-8. 

 

Review of Anthony J. Diekema, Academic Freedom and Christian Scholarship, in Christian 

Century (February 7-14, 2001): 64-66. 
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Review of Thomas A. Carlson, Indiscretion: Finitude and the Naming of God, in Anglican 

Theological Review 82/2 (2000): 418-20. 

 

Review of William Schweiker, Theological Ethics in the Postmodern Age, in Anglican 

Theological Review 82/2 (2000): 431-33. 

 

Review of Gianni Vattimo, Belief, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 7/2 (April 2000): 202-

205. 

 

Review of Ursula Goodenough, The Sacred Depths of Nature, in Reviews in Religion and 

Theology 7/2 (April 2000): 236-7. 

 

Review of Miroslav Volf, After Our Likeness: The Church as the Image of the Trinity, in Pro 

Ecclesia IX (Winter 2000): 112-14. 

 

Review of Robert M. Grant, Early Christians and Animals, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 

7 (February 2000): 60-2. 

 

Review of Colin E. Gunton, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Christian Doctrine, in Christian 

Century, Oct. 20, 1999: 1008-1010. 

 

Review of Peter C. Hodgson, God's Wisdom: Toward a Theology of Education, in Christian 

Century, Dec. 15, 1999: 1236. 

 

Review of Warren A. Nord, Religion and American Education, in Teaching Religion and 

Theology 2/2 (June 1999): 122-23. 

 

Review of Jacques Derrida and Gianni Vattimo, Religion, in Reviews in Religion and Theology 

6 (May 1999): 209-12. 

 

Review of J.M. Coetzee, The Lives of Animals, in Christian Century, May 19-26, 1999: 569-572. 

 

Review of Paul Lakeland, Postmodernity: Christian Identity in a Fragmented Age and J. Wentzel 

van Huyssteen, Essays in Postfoundationalist Theology, in Anglican Theological Review 81/1 

(1999): 171-173. 

 

Review of Richard Alan Young, Is God a Vegetarian, in Christian Century, Dec. 2, 1998, p. 

1157. A revised version of this review is reprinted in Satya (June 1999): 19. 

 

Review of John G. Stackhouse, Can God Be Trusted? Faith and the Challenge of Evil, in 

Christian Century, Nov. 18-25, 1998, p. 1091. 
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Review of George Marsden, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship, in Teaching 

Theology and Religion I/1 (February 1998): 65-6. 

 

Review of The Trinity in a Pluralistic Age, in Lexington Theological Quarterly 32 (Spring 1997): 

46-8. 

 

Review of Bruce L. McCormack, Karl Barth's Critically Realistic Dialectical Theology, in 

Journal of Religion 77 (April 1997): 308-9. 

 

 

Review of Bernard T. Adeney, Strange Virtues, Ethics in a Multicultural World, in Pro Ecclesia 

VI/3 (summer 1997): 380. 

 

Review of Mikael Stenmark, Rationality in Science, Religion, and Everyday Life, in Cross 

Currents 46 (Winter 1996/7): 570-1. 

 

Review of Graham Ward, Barth, Derrida and the Language of Theology, in Modern Theology 12 

(April 1996): 265-7. 

 

Review of Terrence W. Tilley, The Wisdom of Religious Commitment, in Cross Currents 46 

(Summer 1996): 271-2. 

 

Review of Milton Scarborough, Myth and Modernity, Postcritical Reflections, in Critical Review 

of Books in Religion 8 (1995): 509-10. 

 

Review of Wesley Kort, Bound to Differ, The Dynamics of Theological Discourses, in Modern 

Theology 10 (July 1994): 316-318. 

 

Review of Ned Wisnefske, Our Natural Knowledge of God, in Critical Review of Books in 

Religion 1992 5 (1993): 495-6. 

 

Review of Aidan Nichols, A Grammar of Consent, in Theology Today (July, 1992): 286. 

 

Review of William C. Placher, Unapologetic Theology, in Journal of Religion 70 (April 1990): 

271-2. 

 

Review of Larry D. Bouchard, Tragic Method and Tragic Theology, in Christian Century, 

February 21, 1990, 190-191. 

 

Review of Clifford Green, Karl Barth, Theologian of Freedom, in Christian Century, April 4, 

1990, 341-342. 

 

Review of Warren Copeland, Economic Justice, the Social Ethics of U.S. Economic Policy, in 
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Disciple Divinity House Bulletin 60 (Spring 1989): 6-7. 

 

Regular reviewer for CHOICE, 1989-2004 

 

 

SELECTED CONFERENCES AND PAPERS 

 

Add Hope College lecture 

 

“Can Vegetarianism Be Christian?” Annual endowed Kretzmann Lecture, Valparaiso University, 

Sept. 22, 2008 

 

AAR Talk, “The Chicken and the Bathwater,” Chicago, Nov. 2008 

 

Liberty Fund meeting on Indiana Literature, Nov. 2008 

 

Presented First Inaugural Lecture in “Animals and the Kingdom” Series at Calvin College, Jan. 

18, 2008 

 

Invited lecture on “From Prudentius to President Bush: Providence, Empire, and Paranoia,” at 

International Conference on the Career and Prospects of Providence in Modern Theology, 

University of Aberdeen, Scotland, Jan. 7-9, 2008 

 

Faculty Seminar on American Providence, Wheaton College. May 9, 2007 

 

Presentation and discussion with Pastor-Theologian Group at Bangor ME, Feb. 4-5, 2007 

 

Invited paper on Religion and Violence at Conference at Arizona State University, Center for 

Study of Religion and Violence, Oct. 11-13, 2007 

 

Liberty Fund conference on Freedom and the Founding Fathers, Sept. 27-30, Montana, 2007 

 

Panel Talk on and Presentation of Commendation to John Updike at MLA, Dec. 27-29, 2006 

 

“Spirituality and Suffering,” Continuing Education event at University of Southern Indiana, Nov. 

14, 2006 

 

Panel Talk on Animals and Theology, Notre Dame Center for Ethics and Culture Conference on 

Modernity, Dec. 2, 2006 

 

Response to panel devoted to The Divine Voice at Christian Scholars Conference, Pepperdine 

University, June 2005 
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“Why I wrote American Providence,” Discussion with faculty at Hartford Seminary, Feb. 16, 

2005 

 

"Christianity, Liberalism, and Terrorism." Invited lecture at Creighton University, April 21, 

2004. 

 

Workshop Director, Faculty Seminar on Religion and Education, Butler University, 2003-2004; 

workshop leader through 2005  

 

"Is the teaching of religion inherently theological?" Invited keynote address at conference of 

religion and education at Wilfrid Laurier University, Feb. 5, 2004. 

 

Invited to lead a discussion of my work for the Religion and Liberal Education faculty group at 

Hope College, May 18-19, 2004 

 

"Evangelical Theology and Animal Welfare." Presentation at AAR, Atlanta, Nov. 24, 2003. 

 

"What Would St. Francis Eat Today?" Invited lecture at Loyola University in Baltimore, 

Maryland, Oct. 20, 2003. 

 

Baccalaureate Address at Wabash College, May 2001. 

 

Keynote Address: "Beyond Politics: Possibilities for Transformation in the Post-Secular 

University." Invited lecture at the Eleventh Annual Conference of the Lilly Fellows Program in 

Humanities and the Arts, Rivier College, Nashua NH, Oct. 19-21, 2001. 

 

"Animals and the Afterlife." Invited lecture at Kalamazoo College, April 14, 2000. 

 

"Theology and Companion Animals." Invited lecture for the Center for the Study of the Human-

Animal Bond, Purdue Univeristy, October 14, 1999. 

 

"John Updike and Theology," presented at Midwest AAR, St. Louis, March 20, 1999. 

 

Participant in the AAR/Lilly Conference on Teaching Religion, Santa Fe, April 1997. 

 

Participant in Wabash Theology Consultation, July 1996, 1997, and 1998. 

 

Participation in the Lilly Workshop on Teaching Religion, directed by Raymond Williams, 

Crawfordsville Indiana, summer and fall 1991 and spring and summer 1992. 

 

"At the Crossroads of Christology." North American Karl Barth Society, Elmhurst College, June 

1992. Exchange with Bruce Marshall. 
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"Liberation and the Complete Critique: Hyperbole in Karl Barth." American Academy of 

Religion Annual Meeting, November 1989. 

 

"Rhetoric and Karl Barth." Central States Speech Association Annual Conference, Chicago, 

April 1988. 

 

Various articles and op-ed pieces in newspapers. 

 

Associate Editor of Reviews in Religion and Theology (Blackwell Publishers) 

 

 

COURSES TAUGHT (at Wabash College) 

 

History of Christianity (two semester sequence), nineteenth century theology, contemporary 

theology, religion and literature, theological ethics, problem of evil: the Holocaust, ethics 

seminar on animal rights, senior seminar in religion, existentialism, aesthetics, philosophy of 

literature, philosophy of religion, theology of sex and marriage, theology of evolution, Cultures 

and Traditions (sophomore `great books' course), theories of sacrifice, criticism and 

reconstruction of Christianity, the Senior Humanities Colloquium (a `Great Books' course), 

Catholic Social Thought, the Musical Theology of Bob Dylan, and freshman tutorial on 

Christianity in the new millennium. 

 

Co-Founder of Christian Vegetarian Association (ChristianVeg.com) 

 


